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Dear Recruit,
Welcome to the 2nd Delaware Volunteer Infantry also known as the “LIVING HISTORY SOCIETY OF DELAWARE”.

The 2nd Delaware Infantry fought in most of the major battles in the Eastern Theatre of the civil war including the three big ones, Antietam where it earned its name the “Crazy Delaware’s”, Fredericksburg, and in the Wheatfield at Gettysburg.
As a 2nd Delaware Reenactor  you can expect the following:


1)  experience history where it happened- most reenactments are held in proximity to the original battlefields and in some instances on the actual battlefield


2)  understand the soldiers life- you will be learning what to wear, how to wear it, how to march, how to fire muskets, functioning as a company on the battlefield, and living the camp life.  


3)  meet friendly folks who are eager to help you in your journey- the membership of our unit is composed of folks from all walks of life who share a common interest.  Our present membership comes from Maryland, New Jersey, Virginia, and all three Delaware counties.
As Reenactors of living history our function goes beyond battle reenactments.  We accomplish our goals of providing educational opportunities for the public by setting up encampments, marching in parades, doing memorial services and providing history programs to schools and other civic groups.  Sounds like a lot of stuff to do and it is but we have enough dedicated members to get it done.  As a member you can choose what events and activities you want to attend.

In this packet you will find your 1) application,  2) a checklist of items that you should do, and 3) a list of questions and answers that should be helpful and inspire more questions.  In your second packet you will receive a who’s who list of leaders in our company along with contact information and safety information requirements.

We can have you up and running as fast as you want to go.
Thank you for your interest, I look forward to meeting you!

Captain Glenn Layton

2nd Delaware Volunteer Infantry
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Application for Membership    
Name

Address_______________________________

City & State  _______________________________ Zip Code_______

Phone (primary)________________________ other _______________________

Email________________________________

Type of Membership (circle one)   individual 
family

List all family members including yourself and area of interest.

Ex: Infantry, civilian, musician

Name____________________Age (if under 18)______Interest___________

Name____________________Age (if under 18)______Interest___________

Name____________________Age (if under 18)______Interest___________
Mentor preference ____yes ____no?  If yes, list name ____________________________
Yearly dues are 20.00 for individuals or 30.00 per family. 
List your past experience if any.
Send copy of above to:  Glenn Layton, 649 Allabands Mill Rd. Wyoming, Delaware 19934 
New Member checklist

__________   1)  Fill out application and mail registration fee of 20.00 for individual or 30.00 for family membership.  Check payable to LHSD


Mail to:       Glenn Layton


       649 Allabands Mill Rd



       Wyoming, Delaware 19934

__________    2)  Read over information received in the packet and write down any further questions you may have.  

__________    3)  Log on to www.2nddelaware.com and become familiar with the website.  Find the events page, look over the history of the 2nd Delaware, browse through the pictures of events, picture yourself in the muster roll.

__________    4)  Join the yahoo clubs 2nd Delaware group at:     http://groups.yahoo.com/group/2ndDelawareCoG/  This site is dedicated to members sharing with members.

__________   5)  Stay in contact with your mentor to keep in step in preparation for upcoming events.  A mentor will be assigned once your application is received.  If you have a preference for a mentor please list them on your application.
__________   6)   Log on to our website www.2nddelaware.com and download the safety manuals or request these documents when you return your application.
Note:  As soon as your application is received you will be sent additional information to get you started and ready to enjoy a rewarding adventure.
Commonly Asked Questions

What do reenactors do?


Reenactors participate in a variety of activities.  They wear period clothing, camp in period tents, 
participate in battles using period muskets and gear, participate in parades and patriotic activities 
and perform demonstrations at living history events.

How will I learn what I need to know?


Initially all you need is an interest in the Civil War period.  You will learn the old fashioned way,
of "learning by doing".  Company G consists of many members who have gained most of their 
knowledge through the hobby and love to teach about it.  You will receive most of your training 
through participation in events.

How much does it cost?


Reenacting cost less than most hobbies with the initial cost being under 1000.00 to be fully 
equipped.  That said we recommend that you try the hobby before purchasing any equipment.


Company G will loan equipment, as available.  Members should have their kit in place by the end 
of the first year.  Most members begin purchasing items at their first event and we recommend that 
you start with uniform parts.  With the musket being about half of the total cost, you may want to 
wait until Christmas.

What do I need to get started?

Equipment wise was covered in how much it costs.  To get started simply fill out an application with the 20.00 membership fee.  You will be contacted by Company G and given a list of members and activities.  Someone will be assigned to you as a mentor who you can contact for all the information you need to know.  Mail check made out to “The Living History Society of Delaware” and application to the captain:  Glenn Layton, 649 Allabands Mill Rd., Wyoming, Delaware 19934

Where do I buy uniforms and equipment?


Uniforms and gear are generally purchased from a sutler.  Sutlers have tents filled with uniforms 
and equipment available at all major reenactments.  Do not make a purchase without a seasoned 
reenactor with you as we have standards we try to maintain.  Often you can find used equipment  
and e-Bay too has items on occasion.   Bad purchases can become costly mistakes.  

How many meetings do I have to attend?


Meetings are not mandatory but we only have a couple of meetings a year.  Since we see each 


other at reenactments most of the business we need to conduct can be done there.

How many activities do I have to attend to be a member?


Which and how many depends entirely on you.  We do not have a limit except if you want to be 
and officer.  Officers are expected to be present and provide leadership for our company.

Where does Company G go for reenacting?


Most of Company G's activities are either on DelMarVa or within a 3-4 hour drive in Maryland, 
Virginia and Pennsylvania

Are civilians allowed to reenact?


Company G has many individuals who portray civilians of the Civil War period.  Our stipulation 
is that you have a period correct impression with the clothing and accessories and your impression 
is approved by the executive board.

What should I bring with me?


Uniforms and gear, personal hygiene items, and sleeping gear are the most important.  When not
cooking as a company you will need food.  Most reenactors have a cooler hidden away in the tent 
to keep your drinks cool or for food items.  A small flashlight to be used in the tent and maybe 
a camera should round out the list.  Two more important items on your must bring list are 
fresh 
wipes (sometimes at larger reenactments the paper is in short supply) and Gold Bond powder, 
which reduces chaffing from the wool. By the end of your first reenactment you’ll have a pretty 
good idea of what is acceptable and what is not.

How do I register for events?


You will be given a deadline to turn in money for advanced registration.  This is the easiest way.  
If you miss a deadline you can get the registration information from the Company G registrar and 
register on your own.  It is less expensive to pre-register but you usually lose your fee if you don't 
attend.
How much is registration for events?


Event registrations range from nothing to about 15.00.  Most fall in to the 8.00 range.  You get 
firewood, water, free parking and a port-john.  Some events provide a meal included with the 
registration fee.

How do I receive information about activities?


You will be contacted before every event and details will be provided.  We use email and a phone 
tree to get information out.  Snail mail is used when necessary.  Most used is the internet via our 
website or personal emails.

How do I acquire the black powder?


Company G has a source of black powder that is available at cost.  A can of black powder will 
make approximately 100 rounds with 50-60 grains of powder.  Cans run around 13.00 each.  We 
will teach you how to roll your “rounds”.  
How do I get to the events?


Depending on your situation you may drive yourself or carpool with someone.  Each event may 
present a different situation.

How do I know when to die? (In reenactor terms you will take a hit)

When you run out of powder, think the spectators would appreciate it or when you get tired.  On 
sunny days look for trees to die under.

Who decides the winners and losers?


Major reenactments try to follow history as you will be recreating certain battle scenarios.  On a 
given weekend usually a battle that was a union victory and a second that was a confederate 
victory 
will be reenacted.  Skirmishes and small reenactments, the results are unpredictable.

What equipment is needed?


We portray an infantry unit mustered into the civil war in 1861.  As mentioned above you will 
need this gear by the end of your first year.  Most people begin purchasing as soon as they are 
hooked.

Equipment List: 

Sack coat or Frock Coat
Sky blue trousers with suspenders

Brogans (shoes)

Kepi or Forage Cap

Shirt

Wool Socks

Musket and bayonet with scabbard

Waist belt

Cap box (for percussion caps)

Ammunition box with sling

Canteen

Haversack

Tent, poles, pegs

Tin cup, plate and utensils

Have more questions?


Contact me at 302-423-0353 or leave a message at 302- 697-6799.

Captain, Glenn Layton

2nd Delaware Volunteer Infantry

Living History Society of Delaware


2nd Delaware Volunteer Infantry


The “Crazy Delaware’s”











