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The 2nd Delaware is on the move.  Your 
Executive Board and 150th Planning 
Committee have been very busy over the 
off season, meeting with various state, 
county and local organizations planning 
this coming season’s events. 

The direction we have taken is based on events of 1861 
which Delaware units encounter here on the Delmarva 
Peninsula, and results of the partial schedule survey we 
passed out at the February 13th Company meeting many of 
you attended.  Because this is the first year beginning the 
150th Sesquicentennial Anniversary of the Civil War, we 
have been solicited by several organizations to kick off 
several 150th events.  Additionally, Delaware units were 
very active on the peninsula putting down secessionist 
activities in Georgetown, Seaford and Cambridge, as 
examples. 

Fittingly, we will be doing events locally in the state, such 
as Dover Days, New Castle’s Separation Day and Fort 
Delaware where we will be the showcase of the events  (See 
schedule on the 2nd Delaware website and on Page 2).  We 
are also participating in the first mega event of the 150th 
series of reenactment at 1st Bull Run/Manassas. 

I am excited about this season, as it will prove to be 
personally rewarding for members and instill a pride in our 
unit. 
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2nd Delaware Pards 

With the 150th Anniversary of the Civil 
War now here, this would be opportune 
time for us all to reach out to those we 
know who are CW enthusiasts and ask 
them to come out and give reenacting a 
try. 

The flyer pictured here is available to 
you to post or handout anywhere to 
entice potential recruits.  So lend a hand 
and get the news out. 

  

Recruitment 
 

Uniforms of the 2nd Regiment Delaware Volunteers 

Continued…. 

Pellentesque: 

Consectetuer: 

 
 
 
 

 
Enlist Now for 150th Anniversary Reenactments! 

 
For more than 25 years, the 2nd Delaware Volunteer Infantry has been 
dedicated to keeping the memory of the original regiment alive.  Between 
2011 and 2015 during our nation's observance of the Civil War 
Sesquicentennial the 2nd Delaware will be participating in several historical 
battle reenactments, such as the First Bull Run, Antietam, Fredericksburg, 
Chancellorsville, Gettysburg and the Overland Campaign of 1864.  Now is 
the ideal time to get involved, if you want to learn about Civil War history by 
living it! The 2nd Delaware is actively seeking new men to join its ranks.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Recruiting Station at:  www.2nddelaware.com 
Or contact 

Captain Layton at tlayton@comcast.net 
Sergeant Purdy at corporalpurdy2ndde@comcast.net 

To help those who are still trying to get a 
grasp of the different types of uniforms out 
there, this article focuses on the type of 
uniforms the Delaware units would have 
worn during the first year of the war. 

Typical of the Delaware units were the Frock 
Coat pictured to the far left and the Forage 
Cap, given its name because soldiers used it 
to forage for food and place in their caps to 
carry back to camp. 

Frock Coat 
Forage Cap 
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Sack Coat 

US Federal Brogans 

Great Coat 

Subsequent to joining the Army 
of the Potomac the 2nd Delaware 
was issued the appropriate US 
Army issue uniforms generally 
issued out to units from the 
Schuylkill Arsenal in 
Philadelphia.  These items 
included the four-button sack 
coat, sky blue trousers, forage 
cap, Brogans and other such 
items. 
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Point Lookout Prison After Action Report 

In 1862, following General George B. 
McClellan's unsuccessful campaign to 
capture Richmond, the federal government 
erected Hammond Hospital at the tip of 
the point, today known as Point Lookout 
in Scotland, MD. The ward buildings 
radiated in spoke fashion from a central 
bay. Wounded and sick soldiers soon 
began pouring in for treatment.  

The following year, after the Battle of 
Gettysburg, Union authorities started 
sending Confederate prisoners to Point 
Lookout for incarceration. As the prisoner 
population swelled to 20,000 and more, a 
wooden walled prisoner pen was 
constructed on the Bay Shore. The rebel 
captives were held inside and were given 
only tents for shelter. Exposure, disease, 
and starvation took their toll. Of the 50,000 
men held at the Point between 1863 and 
1865, nearly 4,000 died. Ironically, 
however, this death rate of 8 percent was 
less than half the death rate among soldiers 
who were in the field with their own 
armies.  

Fort Lincoln 

On the weekend of January 15th, unit 
members participated in the annual Battalion 
winter encampment at Point Lookout.  This 
was our fourth trip to the restored Civil War 
barracks at Fort Lincoln on a very cold 
weekend.  The stoves, and sprits however 
kept us warm.  It’s a place many of us enjoy 
going too to feel the history, enjoy the 
atmosphere and friends. 

Friday night we enjoyed the music of the 
“Field Soup” boys and making merry late 
into the night.  Saturday morning after 
formation we ate breakfast and were led 
through various period drills by Captain 
Layton and other Battalion officers.  This 
proved to be very beneficial as many of us 
needed to get the cobwebs out.   

The winter encampment is the opportunity 
for the Battalion to sit with Colonel Wolfe 
and discuss the various events and 
reenactments out there that the Battalion 
would like to participate in and get 
maximum representation from its units.   
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Captain Layton providing instruction to 
the Battalion. 

You know whom hamming it 
up! 

Down time for the boys. 
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Military Courtesy & Etiquette 

Manner of Dress 

Regulations required that soldiers wear the coat or jacket buttoned 
at the collar. In camp, it was not uncommon for men to wear a shirt 
without jacket, coat, or vest.  Custom dictated that it was proper to 
wear a vest when dispensing with the jacket or coat, as it was 
improper to expose one’s shirtfront, especially for an officer, 
although this may have been more widely observed among the men 
of refinement and higher social stature than other men. 

Etiquette of the Hat 

A hat should be worn almost always.  Exceptions to the wearing of 
the hat may include occasions where the soldier or officer may be 
indoors, and always applies when the soldier or officer is present at 
divine services, without regard to whether it is indoors or outdoors. 
On those occasions when soldiers may neglect their etiquette 
regarding those times when it is appropriate to remove covers, it is 
incumbent upon their fellows and their superiors to remind them of 
their breach of etiquette. 

BASIC SOCIAL RULES FOR 
GENTLEMEN 

Wear gloves on the street, in church & other formal 
occasions, except when eating or drinking.  Stand up 
when a lady enters a room.  Stand up when a lady 
stands.  Offer a lady your seat if no others are 
available.  Assist a lady with her chair when she sits 
down or stands, especially when at a table or when 
the chairs are small and light.  Retrieve dropped items 
for a lady.  Open doors for a lady.   Help a lady with 
her coat, cloak, shawl, etc.  Offer to bring a lady 
refreshments if they are available.  Offer your arm to 
escort a lady (with whom you are acquainted) into or 
out of a building or a room at all social events, and 
whenever walking on uneven ground.  Remove your 
hat when entering a building. Lift your hat to a lady 
when she greets you in public (Merely touching the 
brim or a slight "tip" of the hat was very rude). 
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2nd Delaware kudos 

On Veterans Day, November 11th, members of 
the 2nd Delaware provided Honor Guard 
services for the VietNam Memorial in Dover.  
Here is the remarks of the event organizer: 
 

“On behalf of the Kent County Vietnam 
Veterans of America, I would like to thank the 
2nd Delaware for the outstanding job you all 
did today. All I heard were wonderful things 
and how special it was to have the Rifle Party 
and Color Guard there. Especially well received 
was the fifing when you presented the Colors 
and... the bugler playing Taps. Once again 
thank you all very much.”  

Another member that deserves recognition 
for providing outstanding lectures in the 
Sussex and Kent County school systems for 
many years is Private Randy Warnick.  His 
lectures are highly received at the schools. 
He is a credit to this organization. Here is an 
example of the feedback we have received 
about Randy’s services:  

“I would like to write your organization to 
let you know what an incredible job Mr. 
Randall Warnick did in our school on 
Tuesday, September 28th. Mr. Warnick 
brought his love for history, and for the 
Civil War, to life in our auditorium. Over 
the course of six class periods, he shared his 
stories, as well as his Civil War memorabilia 
with over 15 different classes and over 400 
different students. When I returned to 
school today, students were still asking 
questions regarding his presentation. He 
inspired several students to dive into history 
more. They realize now how fun it can be. 
Thanks again Mr. Warnick. You are 
welcome back to Lake Forest High School 
anytime.  

F Row: Pvt Dotson, Pvt Price, Musician Purdy, 
Pvt Protas.  Standing: Cpt Layton, Pvt Lewis, Pvt 
Warnick, Pvt Johnston, Cpl Hardesty, Cpl 
Sawicki 
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School of the Soldier 
Apr 2 Fri 
Night/Sat Harrington, DE 

Living History Wyndham/Clean-up  Apr 8-10 Gettysburg, PA  

Encampment/Parade Apr 16-17 Baltimore, MD 

Encampment/Parade Dover Days May 6-8 Dover , DE 

Spotsylvania Reenactment May 21-22 Spotsylvania Courthouse, VA 

Honor Guard May 30 - Wilmington, DE 

Encampment/Parade  June 11-12 Old New Castle, DE 

Garrison Duty July 9-10 Fort Delaware, DE 

150th 1st Manassas Reenactment July 22-24 Manassas, VA 

Garrison Duty Aug 13-14 Fort Delaware, DE 

CW Soldier Dedication Sep 17 - Milford, DE 

Accomac Encampment Sep 10-11 Accomac, VA 

Living History/Clean up Sep 24-25 Gettysburg Spangler Springs 

Cedar Creek Reenactment Oct 15-16 Middletown, VA 

Georgetown Dinner Play Nov 12 - Georgetown Carriage Museum 

Remembrance Day Weekend Nov 19-20 Gettysburg, PA 

 

Schedule 
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Caring for your Musket 

Wood  
Left untreated, wood dries out, grows 
brittle, and cracks. The treatment 
necessary to slow this process 
depends on the finish your stock 
already has. If you have a linseed oil 
finish, simply rubbing some more 
linseed oil into it will renew the 
finish. Otherwise, paste wax can be 
used. Unfortunately, paste wax does 
eventually evaporate, requiring 
annual treatments. And paste wax 
will rust any steel parts of the rifle if 
not wiped off. 

Steel-Rifle barrel & Bayonet 

• Apply a liberal coat of oil (e.g., 3-in-1 oil or olive oil) to all steel parts when not in 
use. Because of evaporation, oil has to be renewed more often than grease. Grease is 
harder to clean off when you're ready to use the item, and has a tendency to trap 
abrasive dirt. 

• When oiling your rifle, don't neglect the inside of the barrel, the lock plate, and the 
steel barrel bands (if so equipped). Don't overlook blued steel; it too will rust if not 
protected.  

• At an event, protect your rifle from dew by wrapping it in a blanket at night. 
• Moisture plus gunpowder (which contains salt) plus steel equals even more rust. So 

always clean your rifle (including hammer, lock plate, nipple and bolster) promptly 
after a shooting session. 

• For bare steel, fine steel wool can be used to remove it. For blued steel, you'll need 
something softer (like a rough rag and a fingernail), since you don't want to rub the 
bluing off. 
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A Step into the Past – Delaware Soldiers 

Captain David L Stricker 
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Sutler’s Row (Courtesy of Sykes Regulars Web Site) 

Providing uniforms and equipage for Civil 
War reenactors has become a major industry, 
as there are literally hundreds of 
manufacturers, large and small, supplying 
reproduction items. Known as "sutlers," the 
name given to entrepreneurs who sold basic 
items and luxuries to the soldiers, these 
modern companies often sell their 
merchandise through catalogs, Internet, and at 
large reenactments. Like any other business or 
industry, there is often a wide range of quality 
and in this case, authenticity. But let the buyer 
beware. Just because a sutler sells it and 
claims that it was copied from an original 
doesn't mean it really is authentic.  

The suppliers listed here are not a list of every 
sutler that makes reproduction items. It is 
intended to let the new recruit get it right the 
first time and save money in the long run by 
avoiding costly mistakes. If you have 
questions about a sutler not listed, please 
contact members of the unit before making a 
purchase. While it may be a reputable 
company, we may know something you don't. 
 

The complete uniform, equipage, and 
musket are not inexpensive. However, 
this is not an investment you will need 
to make right away as the unit owns 
extra equipment for the purpose of 
loaning to new recruits. New recruits 
have one plus years to assemble their 
kits. When you start buying your gear 
we recommend that you start in the 
following order: shoes, hat, shirt, 
trousers, sack coat, and then your 
accouterments. It should be noted that 
some of the quality sources can take 
weeks or even months to fulfill, 
however, their quality is often worth the 
wait for discerning reenactors. 

Continued….. 
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Sutler’s Row 

Provisional Supply.com/ Home Page   $$$ 

S&S Sutler of Gettysburg-Tim Sheads   $$$ 

Regimental Quartermaster    $$ 

Chris Daley   $$$$ 

Duvall $$$ 

 C&D Jarnigan   $$$ 

Fall Creek Sutlery  $$ 

Blockade Runner Civil War Sutler Sutlery  $$ 

NJ Sekela   $$$$ 

Basic Field Dress 
Clothing 

Forage cap  
Shirt 
Sack coat 
Drawers 
Trousers 
Socks 
Bootees 
 

Equipage (War gear) 
 
Musket with sling 
Musket tools (cleaning) 
Wiper (worm) 
Bayonet and scabbard 
Waist belt 
Cap pouch 
Cartridge box and strap 
Haversack 
Canteen 
 

Camping Gear 
 
Cup 
Plate 
Eating utensils 
Pocket Knife 
Shelter half 
Wool Blanket 
Gum blanket 
Rain cover (for the forage cap) 
Cleaning kit (shoe and clothing brushes, 
metal and boot polish, button stick, gun 
oil, cleaning rags) 
Housewife (needles, thread, extra 
buttons, clothing swatches) 
Toiletries (razor, shaving brush, soap, 
comb, toothbrush, tooth powder, towel) 
Sleeping cap 
Knapsack 
Great coat 
 

Recommended Sutlers 

$$ - Low price/Fair quality 

$$$ - Moderate cost/ Good quality 

$$$$ - High price/Excellent quaility 


